NATIONAL YOUTH ENVIRONMENT
CONFERENCE 2008

“Cut to the Chase! Combat Climate Change!”

The National Youth Environment Conference (NYEC), with its theme
of “Cut to the Chase! Combat Climate Change!” was organised by the
National Youth Achievement Award (NYAA) Council, the NYAA Gold
Award Holders" Alumni (GAHA) and Science Centre Singapore with
the support of the Ministry of the Environment and Water Resources
(MEWR) and National Environment Agency (NEA). The event brought
together a total of 343 youth from 24 schools and organisations across
Singapore, with participants ranging from the ages of 17-35 years old.

The NYEC was initiated in recognition of the significant challenges and
threats that climate change brings to Singapore and the importance
of harnessing the energy and ideals of young people, who as leaders
of tomorrow will play a vital role in the fight against climate change.

The full-day event was held at the Science Centre Singapore on 26 July

2008 and served as a platform for youth leaders to exchange their views, Prof Leo Tan, Chairman, NYAA Council encouraging youth leaders
articulate their concerns, and reflect about issues pertaining to climate to actively combat climate change, and emphasized on the need
change and the challenges it creates for Singapore. It was also a timely for youths to come up with innovative ideas and solutions.

opportunity for the youth to recognize their potentials in mitigating the
threats of climate change, and for youth leaders to physically manifest
their plans and deliver long-lasting benefits to the environment.

The focus of the event centered on 5 environmental areas which
were identified to be crucial to the framework of climate change
and its effects on Singapore. These areas were Biodiversity, Energy
Efficiency, Renewable Energy, Waste Minimization, and Water.

Youth leaders from various educational institutions and youth
organisations attending the National Youth Environment Conference
held at the Science Centre Singapore.

Associate Professor Dr Jeffrey Philip Obbard, Deputy Head (Research),
Division of Environmental Science and Engineering, National University of
Singapore delivering the keynote address on climate change.

Breakup group discussions were the perfect avenue for youths
% to deliberate on key environmental issues and brainstorm on
s =, new and possible solutions.













