Asia Pacific Youth Water Forum 2008

Singapore
International
Nater Week

A special report on the Asia Pacific Youth Water Forum 2008 held in conjunction
with the Singapore International Water Week

n conjunction with the Singapore International Water Week, the

NYAA Council, NYAA Gold Award Holders’ Alumni and The Duke of
Edinburgh’s Award International Association Asia Pacific Regional Office
organised the Asia Pacific Youth Water Forum 2008. This forum, hosted
by the National Youth Achievement Award (NYAA) Council, brought
together over 150 youths from all over the Asia Pacific region to share
their experiences and views on the future of sustainable development
of water resources. “Water, Sustainability and Action” was the theme for
the 2008 Asia Pacific Youth Water Forum held from 23 - 27 June 2008.

The objective of the event was to bring together youth participants
from across the Asia Pacific Region to discuss, exchange ideas and
share solutions that will tackle a variety of water issues in the region.

The event started with the overseas delegates attending the opening
ceremony of the Singapore International Water Week, which was graced by
Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong at Suntec City on the morning of 24 June.
This was followed by a tour of the Water Expo where delegates gained first-
handknowledgeaboutthemostadvancedtechnologyinthewaterindustry.
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Youth leaders from the Asia Pacific Region with Guest-of-Honour, Dr Amy Khor,
Senior Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of the Environment and Water Resources
and Mayor, South West District at the Official Opening Ceremony of the Asia Pacific
Youth Water Forum 2008.

Dr Amy Khor, Senior Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of the Environment and
Water Resources interacting with students from Jurong Secondary School.

Prof Leo Tan, Chairman, NYAA Council addressing the audience at
the Asia Pacific Youth Water Forum 2008 Opening Ceremony at the
WaterHub.

Delegates then took a trip to experience the ABC programme
of Kolam Ayer after visiting the NEWater Centre where they
learned more about the efforts of PUB in promoting the idea of
valuing, conserving and enjoying water.

Dr Amy Khor, Senior Parliamentary Secretary for the
Environment and Water Resources and Mayor, South West
District graced the opening ceremony at WaterHub on 25 June
2008. In the welcome address by Professor Leo Tan, Chairman,
NYAA Council, he highlighted the need to look into sustainable
development of water resources across borders as we continue
to move forward in a globalised world. Regina Oon, winner of
the HSBC-NYAA Youth Environmental Award 2008 also shared
with the audience the necessity of water conservation.

These youths attended an extensive array of presentations
from experts in the field of water resources. The keynote
speaker Colin Lennox, Co-Founder of Oz Green, Australia,
shared insights on the environmental problems that the world
is currently facing, including the increasing amount of earth'’s
carbon dioxide, and the lack of fisheries management which has
resulted in a decrease of fishes in the oceans globally. Oz Green
is an independent, non-profit organisation established in 1992
that conducts award-winning environmental education and
leadership programmes in rural and urban areas of Australia, as
well as in India, Papua New Guinea, Timor Leste, and Pakistan.

Students from Ngee Ann Polytechnic interacting with Guest-of-
Honour Dr Amy Khor at the reception.













